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warning: DON’T SKIMP ON YOUR

UNINSURED AND UNDERINSURED MOTORIST
INSURANCE COVERAGE

The scenario is all too familiar – A person is

injured in an auto accident only to find out

that the other driver had little or worse yet, no

insurance. The reality is that many states do not

require drivers to carry automobile insurance,

and even in states in which insurance is required,

many drivers are minimally insured.

You can protect yourself, though, by review-

ings your own automobile insurance policy.

Your “declarations page” lists the various

coverages you have and the premiums you are

paying for each. The most important item on

that page (along with the limits of your liability

coverage)

is the uninsured/underinsured motorist coverages.

Uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage is

critical because it protects you in the event that

a person who causes you injury has little or no

liability coverage himself.You should have cov-

erage in the same amount as your liability cover-

age. In other words, if your liability coverage is

in the amount of $300,000, then your uninsured

motorist coverage should be in the amount of

$300,000.You can elect to have less uninsured

motorist coverage than liability coverage, but

this is not recommended. Check with your insur-

ane agent; you may be surprised at how little the

additional cost is.

If you have uninsured or underinsured coverage

in the amount of $300,000, and

someone with $25,000 of coverage

seriously injured you, their policy

would pay the first $25,000 and

your policy would step in to pay the

next $275,000 to provide you with

coverage to $300,000.

Uninsured or underinsured motorist

coverage is a way for you to protect

your family and yourself against

irresponsible drivers. ■
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MoToRcYcLE faTaLiTiES

aND iNJuRiES:

the sobering
statistics
With warmer weather arriving, more

and more motorcycle riders will take

to the roads in the coming months.

But with those additional riders, also

come major concerns about their

safety.

The National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration (NHTSA) reports that

5,290 motorcyclists were killed in 2008, an increase of 2 percent over

2007, which marks the eleventh straight year fatalities have increased.

In addition, nearly 100,000 motorcyclists were injured in 2008.

Part of the increase in fatalities can be attributed to the significantly

higher number of motorcycles on the road (over 7.5 million now

vs. 3.9 million in 1998), but some of the blame still has to go to the

states. Only 20 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico,

require helmet use by all motorcyclists. Other states require just a

subset of riders (such as riders under the age of 18) to wear helmets

or have no requirement at all.

According to estimates by the NHTSA, helmets saved the lives of

1,829 motorcyclists in 2008. Additionally, the NHTSA estimates

that 823 more lives could have been saved if all motorcyclists had

worn helmets.

Alcohol continues to be a major factor in motorcycle crashes, as

well as fatalities. In 2008, 43 percent of motorcycle riders who died

in single-vehicle crashes had blood alcohol levels (BAC) of .08 or

higher.

The NHTSA says wearing a helmet and the right gear, checking

equipment before riding, never drinking and riding, and getting the

right training can make a big difference in motorcyclists’ safety. ■

“But MyAunt In

Wichita Got

$200,000
for her case”
One question we often hear is, “How do you go about

arriving at the value of a personal injury case?”

Here’s the scoop, settlement recommendations are

gauged against what a lawyer thinks a jury in his or her

jurisdiction will award in the case. A jury is composed of

people drawn from the local community, and if your case

is going to be tried in our area, it doesn’t matter what

your case might be worth in California, New York, or

even someplace just an hour or two away.

An experienced personal injury lawyer will know and

understand what juries are doing locally. The lawyer

keeps up to date with what jurors are doing by:

• Taking cases to trial in that jurisdiction.

• Reading about other verdicts in the legal

press (the general media rarely report cases

in which no money is awarded. The general

press is interested in news, and for them, news

is big verdicts). The legal press reports both

cases that are won and lost.

• Talking to other lawyers in that area about

what their experience has been.

We can’t tell you what a broken leg case is worth on the

other side of the country just as your aunt can’t tell you

what your case is worth in our area. You should choose

a personal injury lawyer who is experienced, because an

experienced personal injury lawyer in your area is in the

best position to advise you as to the “settlement value” of

your case. ■
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Dog bites-What you should
know!

CHILDREN ARE AT GREATEST RISK

Dogs are undoubtedly one of the most popular pets in

America. And with good reason; dogs can make great

companions, tend to be very loyal, and are usually good

protectors for families. In some cases, though, dogs

don’t live up to their moniker as man’s best friend.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC), more than 4.7 million people are

bitten by dogs each year, with 800,000 of those bites

requiring medical attention. Of those injured, around 16

die each year. The New York State Agriculture and

Markets Law Section 121 impose penalties and

controls on the owners of dogs who have attacked or

threatened to attack.

Children ages 5 to 9 are at greatest risk for suffering dog

bite-related injuries, with boys having a significantly

higher injury rate than girls.

The good news is that many experts believe that

incidences of dog bites can be reduced through public

education. The CDC lists the following tips to teach

children basic safety around dogs and to help prevent

dog bites:

• Do not approach an unfamiliar dog

• Do not run from a dog and scream

• Remain motionless (e.g., “be still like a tree”)

when approached by an unfamiliar dog

• If knocked over by a dog, roll into a ball and lie

still (e.g., “be still like a log”)

• Do not play with a dog unless supervised by an

adult

• Immediately report stray dogs or dogs displaying

unusual behavior to an adult

• Avoid direct eye contact with a dog

• Do not disturb a dog that is sleeping, eating, or

caring for puppies

• Do not pet a dog without allowing it to see and

sniff you first.

 In Hastings v. Sauve, the Court of Appeals held that

animal owners must exercise reasonable care to prevent their

animals from wandering on public roadways and can be liable even

though the animal did not exhibit “vicious propensities” to cause

harm.
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Can I sue for what might have happened?

No. The law provides for compensation for carelessly caused injury. There must be a more or

less direct relationship between the carelessness and some measurable damage. The fact that

XYZ “might” have happened in the future does not count. ■


