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AMUSEMENT PARK SAFETY

With summer only seven months away, millions
of Americans will begearing uptoheadto
amusement parks, carnivals, and theme parksfor
thrillsand excitement.

Unfortunately, dangersandt themaswell. Each
year, onaverage, 10,000 peoplesufferinjuries

at parksandfivepeopledie, accordingtothe
Consumer Product Safety Commission.

(CPSC).

Becauserul esonreportingamusement park ace-
dentsandinjuriesvary somuchfromstatetostate,
andsincemany injuriesgo unreported, thetrue
number of accidentinjuriesishardtodetermine.

Theinjuriesthat arereported rangefrom less
serious onessuch asbumps, bruisesand small
cutsto more seriousinjuriessuch as broken
bones, braininjuries, paralysis, andlossof limb.
In one of themoretragic recent cases, al3-year-
old girl onatower-droprideat a Six Flags park
in Kentucky had both of her feet severedwhena

cablebrokeduring theride and struck thegirl in
thelegsat ahigh rate of speed.

Overall, some of themain reasonsfor injuriesat
parks include:

* Rider error, such as standing up during
aride or removingrestraints.

¢ Mechanical failure.

* Rideoperator negligence, which may
result frominattentivenessor failing
to properly secureriders.

¢ Fallsat entrances or exitsto rides.

If you or aloved one has suffered aseriousinjury
at anamusement park or carnival, it isimportant
tocontact anexperienced personal i njury attorney
to determineif you may be owed damages. =



lawsuit
Crisis?

Despitethe constant proclamationsfrom
punditson talk radio, the evening news,

and the Webthat the number of lawsuitsis
skyrocketing, it simply isnot true. Thereisno
lawsuit crisisin this country. Infact, thereal
numbers paint afar different picturethan what

we have been led to believe.

According to information cited bythe
AmericanAssociationfor Justice, the number
of tort filings (personal injury cases) in state
courts during the years 1998-2007 dropped
24 percent. And the downward trends don’ t
stop at the statelevel. At the federal level,
between 1985 and 2003, civil litigationfilings
inU.S. District Courtsdeclined by 79 percent,
dropping from 3,604 in 1985 to fewer than
800in2003.

Further dispelling the notion of alawsuit
crisis, the Bureau of JusticeStatistics
indicatesthat median awardsfromtort trialsin
state courtsin the nation’s 75 largest counties
fell 18.4 percent between 1996 and 2005. In
addition, as of 2005, the median jury tria
awardwasjust $24,000.

Bottom line - our civil justice systemis
working, helpingto hold Wall Street, drug
companies, corporations andinsurance

companies accountable. m

teendrivers

THE DISTURBING FACTS

For most teenagers, learning to drive and getting their licenseisarite of passage
they’ velooked forward to with excitement and antici pation for many years.
Sadly, though, teens and driving can be adangerous mix.

According tothe Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), motor
vehicle crashesaretheleading cause of deathfor U.S. teens. In 2008, an average
of nineteensdied every day from motor vehicle crashes and more than 350,000
weretreated at emergency departmentsfor injuries. Inaddition, per miledriven,
teensfrom the ages of 16-19 were four times morelikely to crash than ol der
drivers.

Despitethe troubling statistics, thereishope for preventing teen crashes.
Research showsthat stateswith the strictest and most comprehensive Graduated
Driver Licensing (GDL ) systemshavereduced teen fatal crashesby 38 percent,
and injury crashes by 40 percent. GDL lawsdelay full licensure and utilize
restrictions (such aslimits on nighttime driving or the number of passengers
allowed) to enableteensto get their initial driving experience under low-risk
conditions.

Our firmstrongly encouragesparentstoknow, understand, and enforceour state’ s
GDL lawsto helpkeep our teen driverssafe. m



thereal statistical truth

About Preventable Hospital Errors

Anaverageof 195,000 peopleinthe USA died dueto
potentially preventable, in-hospitalmedical errorsineach
of theyears2000, 2001 and 2002, accordingtoanew
study of 37 millionpatientrecordsthat wasrel easedtoday
by Health Grades, theheal thcarequal itycompany. The
Health GradesPatient Saf etyi nA meri canHospital sstudy
isthefirsttol ook at themortality and economicimpact of
medi cal errorsandi njuriesthatoccurredduringM edicare
hospital admissionsnationwidefrom 2000 to 2002.

The HealthGrades study has been published inthe
Journal of theAmerican Medical Association (JAMA)in
October of 2003.

It arrived at the conclusion, which found that medical
errorscaused upto 98,000 deathsannually and should
be considered anational epidemic. TheHealth Grades
study finds nearly doublethe number of deathsfrom
medical errorsfound by the 1999 1OM report

“ToErrisHuman,” with an associated cost of morethan

$6 billion per year. “ The Heal th Grades study showsthat
the |OM report may have underestimated the number of
deathsdueto medical errors, and, moreover, that thereis
littleevidencethat patient saf ety hasimprovedinthelast
fiveyears,” said Dr. Samantha Collier, Health Grades'
vicepresident of medical affairs.

“Theequivaent of 390 jumbo jetsfull of peopleare
dying each year duetolikely preventable, in-hospital
medical errors, making thisone of theleadingkillersin
theU.S.” “If we could focusour effortsonjust four key
areas- failuretorescue, bed sores, postoperative sepsis,
and postoperative pulmonary embolism— and reduce
theseincidentsby just 20 percent, we could save 39,000
peoplefrom dying every year,” said Dr. Collier.

Oneway you can prevent medical errorsif your
contempl ating surgery i sto get athorough medical exam
prior toany surgery and if you are not sure about therisk
factorsin proceeding withthe surgery because of pre-

existing conditions get asecond opinion. m
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Past Results to not guarantee future success. This publication isintended to educate the general public about personal injury cases and medical malpractice. Itisnot atregtise on the law.
Itisfor information purposes only and is not intended to belegal advice. Prior to acting on any information you should retain competent counsel of your choice.

About ED LEMMO

Edward Lemmo is an attorney with over 28 years of experience in handling and trying personal
injury and medical malpractice cases. He has achieved many verdicts for the plaintiff in auto cases,
trip and falls, construction accidents and medical malpractice cases. Ed is a graduate of Syracuse
University School of Law and a member of the New York State Trial Lawyers Association. Ed has
performed pro bono work to members of the community including a victim of 9/11. His motto isto
“Plan your case and work his Plan”. Ed Lemmo gets results in many cases because of old fashion
hard work and dedication to his clients. He has an open ear to your problems. If you wish to
discuss your potential case with Ed call for afree consultation. Or if you wish to receive any of

Ed'’ s free reports on medical mal practice cases or other matters download them or call toll free at 1-

(844) ED LEMMO ( 1-844)- 335-3666 or email me at edwardlemmo@yahoo.com . Ed Lemmo

Esq. has satellite offices at 18 East 48" St New York, N.Y and 111 East 35" Street New York NY

and other convenient of counsel |ocations to make it convenient for you to meet at no obligation .



