
NEW YoRK To LoS ANgELES

in 37minutes?
Arecent article on Forbes.com by Jonathan Fahey chronicles the efforts of

researchers from theAir Force, Boeing, and United Technologies to develop a

hypersonic jet capable of reaching 4,000miles an hour (about six times the speed

of sound).

Before you get too excited about the prospect of going coast to coast in about

the time it takes to watch a Seinfeld episode, the jet is only in the early stages

of testing and, at least initially, is more likely to be used for missile technology,

advanced spy planes, or to help NASA develop better and less expensive ways to

get to space.

The first of four unmanned test flights for the small jet, known as the X-51

Waverider, should occur this spring.Youwon’t see this jet taxiing down the

runway of LAX or JFK, though. Instead, the X-51 will be attached to the wing

of a B-52 bomber that will take off from EdwardsAir Force Base in Southern

California. Once the B-52 reaches 50,000 feet, it will release the jet, which will

then fire up its specialized engine and begin a short, high-speed journey before

dropping into the PacificOcean.

If all goes well with the tests, the X-51 will be the third fastest aircraft in history

and the fastest one powered by jet fuel. The fastest aircraft ever known as the

X-43, reached 9.8 times the speed of sound in 2004, but was powered by hydrogen

and flew for just 10 seconds. Ŷ
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lawsuit
crisis?
NoT EvEN cLoSE.

Despite the constant proclamations from

pundits on talk radio, the evening news,

and the Web that the number of lawsuits is

skyrocketing, it simply is not true. There is no

lawsuit crisis in this country. In fact, the real

numbers paint a far different picture than what

we have been led to believe.

According to information cited by the

AmericanAssociation for Justice, the number

of tort filings (personal injury cases) in state

courts during the years 1998-2007 dropped

24 percent. And the downward trends don’t

stop at the state level. At the federal level,

between 1985 and 2003, civil litigation filings

in U.S. District Courts declined by 79 percent,

dropping from 3,604 in 1985 to fewer than

800 in 2003.

Further dispelling the notion of a lawsuit

crisis, the Bureau of Justice Statistics

indicates that median awards from tort trials in

state courts in the nation’s 75 largest counties

fell 18.4 percent between 1996 and 2005. In

addition, as of 2005, the median jury trial

award was just $24,000.

Bottom line - our civil justice system is

working, helping to hold Wall Street, drug

companies, corporations and insurance

companies accountable. Ŷ

teendrivers
THE DISTURBING FACTS
For most teenagers, learning to drive and getting their license is a rite of passage
they’ve looked forward to with excitement and anticipation for many years.
Sadly, though, teens and driving can be a dangerous mix.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), motor
vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for U.S. teens. In 2008, an average
of nine teens died every day from motor vehicle crashes and more than 350,000
were treated at emergency departments for injuries. In addition, per mile driven,
teens from the ages of 16-19 were four times more likely to crash than older
drivers.

Despite the troubling statistics, there is hope for preventing teen crashes.
Research shows that states with the strictest and most comprehensive Graduated
Driver Licensing (GDL) systems have reduced teen fatal crashes by 38 percent,
and injury crashes by 40 percent. GDL laws delay full licensure and utilize
restrictions (such as limits on nighttime driving or the number of passengers
allowed) to enable teens to get their initial driving experience under low-risk
conditions.

Our firm strongly encourages parents to know, understand, and enforce our state’s
GDL laws to help keep our teen drivers safe. Ŷ
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